CERIRE e [CSCI OTNLINnuous and TIpIe FIese
. (Iam doing and | do)

W Compare:

| Present continuous (1 am doing) Simple present (1 do)

We use the continuous for things happening at We use the simple for things in general or
or around the time of speaking. things that happen repeatedly.
The action is not complete.

lam doing 5 I do =

—

now future | past now future

The water is boiling, Be careful.

Listen to those people. What language
are they speaking?

Let's go out. Itisn’t raining now.

“I'm busy”  “What are you doing?”
I'm getting hungry. Let’s go and eat.
Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s

Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit.
Excuse me, do you speak English?

It doesn'’t rain very much in the summer.
What do you usually do on weekends?
| always get hungry in the afternoon.

Most people learn to swim when they

B 0Oo0g oo

learning ltalian. are children.
The population of the world is Every day the population of the world
increasing very fast. increases by about 200,000 people.
We use the continuous for temporary situations We use the simple for permanent situations
(things that continue for a short time): (things that continue for a long time):
O I'm living with some friends until | find a O My parents live in Vancouver. They
place of my own. have lived there their whole lives.
O A You're working hard today. O Joeisn't lazy. He works hard most of
B: Yes, | have a lot to do. the time.
See Unit 1 for more information. See Unit 2 for more information.

I always do and I'm always doing

I always do something = | do it every time:
O lalways go to work by car. (not I'm always going)

I'm always doing something = | do it too often or more often than normal. For example:

95( my keys again. I'm always losing them)

I'm always losing them = | lose them too often,
or more often than normal.

O FEricis never satisfied. He's always complaining. (= he complains too much)
O You're always looking at your phone. Don't you have anything else to do?
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Exercises

;ﬁ Are the underlined verbs OK? Correct them where necessary.

Water boils at 212 degrees Fahrenheit. OK
How often -are-yeu-going to the cinema? HOW..
Ben tries to find a job, but he hasn't had any luck yet.
Melissa s calling her mother every day.

The moon goes around the earth in about 27 days.
Can you hear those people? What do they talk about?
What do you do in your spare time?

Sarah is a vegetarian. She doesn't eat meat.

I must go now. |t gets late,

“Come on! It's time to leave” "OK, | come'
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12 They don't get along well. They're always arguing.

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.
1 a ..usuallyget.. (1/ usually / get) hungry in the afternoon.

b ..Imaething... (1/ get) hungry. Let’s go and eat something.
2a’” ... (you / listen) to the radio?” “No, you can turn it off"
o : .. (you / listen) to the radio a lot?”  “No, not very often.
3 The Nl RVeremmsmmsmsemomsmmmmmmes (Alow) into the Mediterranean.
b The river .. . | 1OW) VeETY fast today—much faster than usual.
4 a My apartment L2 1 R (I/ not / do) the housework very often.
b What. e e (YOU [ UsUNlY / do) on weekends?
5 a Rache\ is in New York r\ght pTo) R .. (She / stay) at the Park Hotel.
b (She / always / stay) [here when she’s in New York.

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.

1 Why are all these people here? .. What's happening... (What / happen)?

2 Juliaisgood arlanguages. o s . (She / speak) four languages very well.
3 Areyou ready Yer? ... e .. (Everybody / wait) for you.
4 I've never heard this word. How S — (you [ pronounce) it?

5 Kate oo e (NOT / work) EhiS week Shes on vacation.

61 think my Engllsh . (IMIPTOVE) SlOwWly. It's better than it was.

7 Nicole ... e (IIvE) 0 Dallas. She has never lived anywhere else.

8 Can we stop wa!kmg soon? s e ) SEAE) otz rETed,

9 Sam and Natalie are in Madrid right now. — ..(They / visit) a friend of theirs.
0 “WhHAC oo (yourfather / do)?" "He's an architect.”
11 It took me an hour to get to work Ehls marning. N\ost days ....

(it / not / take) so long.

12 0 (1 / learn) to drive. My driving test is next month. My father

. (teach) me.

m Finish B's sentences. Use always -ing.
T A Ilost my keys again.
B: Not again! ... Youre always losing your keys .
: The car broke down again.
That car is useless. It
. Look! You made the same mistake agam

2

: Oh, I left my phone at home again.

w
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Mike is never late. He's always starting work on time. e e e

Oh no, NOT AZAIN! | R AT
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| but

Present Continuous and Simple Present 2

d am/is/are being

(1am doingand | do)

We use continuous forms (I'm waiting, it’s raining etc.) for actions and events Ehat have started but
haven't finished. Some verbs (for example, know and like) are not normally used in this way. We don't
say “l am knowing" or “they are liking." We say “l 'l know” and “they like”"

The following verbs are not normally used in the present continuous:

like want need prefer

know understand recognize

believe suppose remember mean
belong fit contain consist seem

O I'm hungry. | want something to eat. (not I'm wanting)
() Do you understand what | mean?
) Anna doesn’t seem very happy right now.

think

When think means "believe” or “have an opinion,” we do not use the continuous:
O Ithink Mary is Canadian, but 'm not sure. (not I'm thinking)
() What do you think of my idea? (= what is your opinion?)

When think means “consider,” the continuous is possible:
O I'm thinking about what happened. | often think about it.
O Nlcky is thlnklng of gnvmg up her job. ( she is con5|dermg |t}

see hear smell taste Iook feel

We normally use the simple present (not the present continuous) with see/hear/smell/taste:
O Do you see that man over there? (not are you seeing)
O The room smells bad. Let’s open a window.
O This soup doesn’t taste very good.

You can use the simple present or the present continuous to say how somebody looks or feels now:
) You look well today. or You're looking well today.
O How do you feel now? or How are you feeling now?

O 1 usually feel tired in the morning. (not I'm usually feeling)

You can say he’s being ..., you're being ..., etc, to say how somebody is behaving now:
O Ican't understand why he’s being so selfish. He isn't usually like that.
(being selfish = behaving selfishly now)
O “The pathisicy. Dontslip” “Don't worry. I'm being very careful”

Compare:
(O He never thinks about other people. He's very selfish.
(= he is selfish generally, not only now)
O I don like to take risks. 1'm a very careful person.

We use am/is/are being to say how a person is behaving (= doing something they can control) now.
It is not usually possible in other situations:

O Samissick. (not is being sick)

O Areyou tired? (not are you being tired)
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Exercises

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or simple present.
1 Areyou hungry? . Doyouwant. . (you /want) something to eat?

2 Alan says he's 90 years old, but nobody ... s DEEvE | s,

3 She told me her name, but .. (L NOT / remember) it now,
4 Don't put the dictionary away. .......... Rt ERssnne U KISE)E,

5 Don't put the dictionary away. .. RS .. (I/ need) it.

6 Air.. . (COI’lSiS[) mainly of mtrogen and oxygen.

7 Who is that man? \Nhat .. {he / want)?

8 Who is that man? Why ... . (he / lock) at us?

9 Whoisthatman? ... e (yOUL [ TECOgNIZE) hiM?

10 R (I /thlnk) of selhng my car. Would you be interested in buying it?
11 I cant make up my mind. What e (yOUL [ THINK) | should do?

12 Alex wasn't well earlier, BUt .. (D€ ] s5EEM) OK NOW.

m Use the words in parentheses to make sentences.

Are you OK?
You look worried.

(you / not / seem / very happy today)
__Youdont seem very. .

i (1 / think / about something)

(this / smell / good)

(these glaves / not / fit / me)

| They're too small.

m Are the underlined verbs OK? Correct them where necessary.

1 Michelle is thinking of giving up her job. il oo —————————

It's not true. I'm not believing it. Ll donthelieve . o
I'm feeling hungry. Is there anything to eat?

I've never eaten that fruit. What is it tasting like?

I'm not sure what she does. | think she works in a store,
Look over there. What are you seeing?

You're very quiet. What are you thinking about?

~N Oy U BN

m Complete the sentences. Use is/are being (continuous) or is/are (simple).

1 | can’t understand why .. hes being. . so selfish. He isn't usually like that.

2 You'll like Andrea when you meet her. She ... , _very nice.

3 Sarah o VETY NCE TO ME TIGHT NOW. !wonder why.

B THEL..onmmemms i very happy. They just got married.

5 You're normally very patient, so Why ... ... _ , .50 unreasonable about waiting
ten more minutes?

6 Would you like something to eat? ... T UGN



Simple Past (I did)

Study this example:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was an Austrian

musician and composer. He lived from 1756 to - -
1791. He started composing at the age of five WA Mozart -~ =~ °
and wrote more than 600 pieces of music. S
He was only 35 years old when he died.

1756-179

lived/started/wrote/was/died are all simple past.

Very often the simple past ends in ~ed (regular verbs):
O Iworkin a travel agency now. | worked in a department store before.
O They invited us to their party, but we decided not to go.
(O The police stopped me on my way home last night.
O Lauren passed her exam because she studied very hard.

For spelling (stopped, studied, etc.), see Appendix 6.

But many verbs are irregular. The simple past does not end in -ed. For example:

write —> wrote O Mozart wrote more than 600 pieces of music.
see  — saw O We saw Alice in town a few days ago.

go  — went O I'went to the movies three times last week.
shut — shut O It was cold, so | shut the window.

For a list of irregular verbs, see Appendix 1.

' In questions and negative sentences we use did/didn’t + infinitive (enjoy/see/go, etc.):

: : e || enjoyed you | enjoy? F enjoy
B she | saw did | she | see? she | didn’t | see
| they | went they | go? they go

O lenjoyed the party a lot. Did you enjoy it?

O How many people did they invite to the wedding?

O I didn’t buy anything because | didn’t have any money.
O “Didyou goout?” “No,|didn’t”

Sometimes do is the main verb in the sentence (did ... do / didn’t do). For example:
O What did you do on the weekend? (not What did you on the weekend?)
O Ididn’t do anything. (not | didn’t anything)

D | The past of be (am/is/are) iﬂsrrwas,"were:

I/he/she/it  was/wasn’t was |/he/she/it?

we/you/they were/weren’t were we/you/they?

| was annoyed because they were late.

Was the weather good when you were on vacation?
They weren'’t able to come because they were so busy.
I wasn’t hungry, so | didn't eat anything.

Did you go out last night, or were you too tired?

COoQAa0
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Exercises

m Read what Lauren says about a typical working day:

I usually get up at 7:00 and have a big breakfast. | walk to work, which

takes me about half an hour. | start work at 8:45. | never have lunch. | finish
womatSﬁOIhwﬂwawthajwhenlgﬂhome.hﬁuMWcoodeMH

a little later. | don't usually go out. | go to bed at about 11:00, and |

always sleep well.

Lauren

Yesterday was a typical working day for Lauren. Write what she did or didn't do yesterday.

1 ..Ohe@obuUp. .2t 700, o S § - .
2 She ... @ DIG breakfast. 8 i tired when . .__home.
R 9 . diNNET 2 lictle Jater,
b Bt mmm—0get toworl, B ....oUt last night.
D o S o AT 8:45, Tl csmsinscmsimiming s mm———gil. 1100,
. .. . S | S well last night.

m Complete the sentences using the following verbs in the correct form:

(buy catch cost fall hure sell spend teach throw  write 3

1 Mozart.. Wrote . more than 600 pieces of music,

2 "How did you learn to drive?  “Myfather ... me

3 We couldn't afford to keep our car,sowe ... it

4 Dave ... ... ..down the stairs this Eecljallal- o s BRRSE— ]

3 JoB st ENE DAl TOSUE WO s,

G KA ool [OEOF TRGIRY yesterday. She ... adress which
$200.

m You ask James about his trip in the U.S. Write your questions.

1 you: Where. didyougo 7
JAMES: To the US. We went on a trip from San Francisco to Denver

"

2 YOU:  HOW o] By car?
JAMES: Yes, we rented a car in San Francisco.
3 you: Itsalongway to drive. Howlong.weoo PR
JAMES:  Two weeks, but we stopped at a lot of places on the way.
4 YOU:  WHere ..o s § 0 OEEIS?
JAMES:  Yes, small hotels or motels.
JAMES: It was very hot — sometimes too hot.
6 YOU s EE Gt Canyene

JAMES:  Of course. It was wonderful.

@ Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct form, affirmative or negative.
T Itwas warm, so | .. 200K . off my coat. (take)

2 The movie wasn't very good. |... didn’t enjoy it much, (enjoy)
3 Iknew Sarah was busy,so | .o her (disturb)
4 We were very tired, SOWe .o the party early. (leave)
5 ltwas hard carrying the bags. They ... ..~ really heavy. (be)
6 The bed was very uncomfortable. 1. ...~ well. (sleep)
7 This watch wasn't expensive. It ... h (cost)
8 The window was open,andabird.. ... e into the room. (fly)
9 lwasinahurry,sol e time to call you. (have)
10 Ididn't like the hotel. The room ... ... ... veryclean (be)

11



Past Continuous (I was doing)

Study this example situation:

Yesterday Karen and Joe played tennis. They started at
10:00 and finished at 11:30.
So, at 10:30 they were playing tennis.

they were playing =
they were in the middle of playing, they had not finished

was/were + -ing is the past continuous:

he/she/it was | playing
doing
we/you/they were | working, etc.

in the middle of doing it at a certain time. The action or
situation started before this time but had not finished:

was doing something = | was

| started doing I was doing | finished doing
v

past past now

(O This time last year | was living in Hong Kong.
(O What were you doing at 10:00 last night?
(O 1 waved to Hannah, but she wasn't looking,

(@ Compare | was doing (past continuous) and | did (simple past):

| was doing (= in the middle of an action) | did (= complete action)
O  We were walking home when we met O We walked home after the party last
Dan. (in the middle of walking home) night. (= all the way, completely)
O Kate was watching TV when we arrived. O Kate watched TV a lot when she was sick
last year.

You can say that something happened (simple past) in the middle of something else
O Matt called while we were having dinner.
O It was raining when | got up.
O Isaw you in the park yesterday. You were sitting on the grass and reading a book.
O 1 hurt my back while | was working in the yard.

past continuous):

But we use the simple past to say that one thing happened after another:
O Iwas walking along the road when | saw Dan. So | stopped, and we talked for a while.

Compare:
O When Karen arrived, we were having C When Karen arrived, we had dinner.
dinner. (= we had already started before (= Karen arrived, and then we had
she arrived) dinner)

Some verbs (for example, know and want) are not normally used in continuous forms (is + -ing,
was + -ing etc.). See Unit 4A for a list of these verbs.

O We were good friends. We knew each other well. (not we were knowing)

O I 'was enjoying the party, but Chris wanted to go home. (not was wanting)

(Simple Past (1 did) =» Unit 5
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Complete the sentences. Choose from:

was looking “was-wearing wasn't listening weren’t looking
was snowing was working were sitting were you going
Today Hannah is wearing a skirt. Yesterday she . was wearing. . pants.
“What did he say?”  “Idontknow. | .o !
We i v in the back of [he theater. We couldnt hear very well.
This time \ast yearJohn e s O 8 fAFM,
They didn't see me. They ... e e 1N Y diTECTION,
The weather was bad. It was very cold and [ R
I saw you in your car, Where ... ?
I saw Kate a few minutes ago. She . ... SE—— T v fOT yoUL

%1 Which goes with which?

|...22W.__ (see) Sue downtown yesterday, L (ride) my bike home

but she ... B (not/see) me. yesterday whena man ... (step)
She . e (lOOK) the other way. out into the road in front of me.
b (GO prEEEY RiSE bUit [ukily
L (Manage) to stop in time,
AN losssenssnens —_— (not/hit) him.

Put the verb into the correct form, past continuous or simple past.

[ N O/ R . N S T NG5

Jen.. Wwagwaiting _(wait) for me when | _arrived.(arrive).

WAL o smmgsiis. (JOUTHO) gt this¥ime yesterday?” "l was asleep.”
=TT (you/go)out last night?”  "No, | was too tired"

How fast ... ... v (you/drive) when the accident .. - (happen)?
SAM (take) apictureof mewhile | . o (not/l00OK).
We were in a very difficult position. We .. B e (not/know) what to do,
SOWE o i (d0) NOthING,

I haven't seen Josh for ages. Whenllast.. .. ... . . (see) him, he

e ... (try) to find a job.

[ : — (walk) along the street when suddenly | .. S
(hear} somethmg behind me. Somebody .. R . S (follow) me. | was
scared, and: uswesms . . .. (start) to run.

When | was young, | ... ... e (WaNL) to be a pilot. Later | , R
(change) my mind.

Last night | B .. (drop) a plate when | . — (do) the dishes.
Forfenately, it o , ... (not/break).

\dditional Exercise 1 {page 296)

1 When | got to the cafe, a when she was living in Rome. T et

2 We fell asleep b she was working in a clothing store. 2

3 Amy learned Italian ¢ when [ was driving home. < P
4 Tom didn't come out with us d but nobody was watching it. 4
5 The car began to make a strange noise e while we were watching a movie. 5

6 The TV was cn, f -rry-friends-were waitingforme- 6 .

7 When | first met Jessica, g because he wasn't feeling well. 7.

13
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Present Perfect (I have done)

:8  Study this example conversation:

DAVE: Have you traveled z lot, Liz?

Lz:  Yes, I've been to lots of places.

DAVE: Really? Have you ever been to China?
Lz Yes, |'ve been to China twice.

DAVE: What about India? past now
uz:  No, | haven’t been to India.

Have/Has + traveled/been/done, etc. (past participle) is the present perfect:

Liz's life
(a period until now)

|/we/they/you have (= I've, etc.) | traveled
been
he/she/it has (= he's, etc.) | done, etc.

The past participle often ends in -ed (traveled/decided, etc.), buc many important verbs are irregular
(been/done/written, etc.). For a list of irregular verbs, see Appendix 1.

B When we talk about a peﬂod of time that continues from the past untll now, we use the present perﬁect
| (have been / have traveled, etc). In the conversation in A, Dave and Liz are talking about the places Liz
has visited in her life, which is a period that continues until now. Some more examples:

Have you ever eaten caviar?

We've never had a car.

| don't know what the movie is about. | haven’t seen it.

Susan really loves that book. She’s read it three times. (She’s = She has)

It’s a really boring movie. It's the most boring movie I've ever seen.

In the following examples too, the speakers are talking about a period that continues until now
(recently, in the last few days, so far, since | arrived, etc.):

Have you heard anything from Ben recently?

I've met a lot of people in the last few days.

Everything is going well. There haven’t been any problems so far.
The weather is bad here. It’s (= It has) rained every day since past
larrived. (= from when | arrived until now)

It's good to see you again. We haven’t seen each other for a long time.

recently
—in the last few days—
since | arrived —

In the same way we use the present perfect with today, this evening this year, etc, when these
periods are not finished at the time of speaking:

(O I've had four cups of coffee today. today
(O Have you taken a vacation this year?

O | haven’t seen Tom this morning. Have you?

past

We say “It's the (first) time something has happened" For example
Don is having a driving lesson. It's his first lesson.

We can say:

It's the first time he has driven a car. (not drives)

or He hasn’t driven a car before.

or He has never driven a car before.

In the same way we say:

(O Sarah has lost her passport again. This is the second
time this has happened. (not happens)

O Andy is calling his girlfriend again. That’s the third
time he’s called her tonight.

This is the first tirr
I've driven a car.

( Present Perfect and Past =» Units 8, 13 Present Perfect + for/since =» Units 11-12 J




# FExercises

it s

1
2

(ride / horse?) ..Haveyoueverriddenahorse?

(be / California?) Have

3 (run/ marathon?)

4
5

(speak / famous person?) ...

(most beautiful place / visit?) Whats ...........

(be be eat happen- have-

1

1

v 1

have meet

You ask people about things they have done. Write questions with ever.

' Complete B's answers. Some sentences are affirmative and some negatlve Use these verbs

play read see  try

') Read the situations and complete the sentences.

A\\ Vi B

1 ( What's John's sister Iike?\ (I have noidea. . I'venevermet  her h

2 s everything going well? Yes, we _hav: any problems so far.

3 Are you hungry? Yes. |.. .. much today.

il Can you play chess? Yes, but ’ e— . for ages.

5 Are you enjoying your vacation? Yes, it's the best vacation . e fOT @

long time.

6 What's that book about? Ldon't know. oo I

7 Is Brussels an interesting place? | have noidea. ... S— .. there.

8 I hear your car broke down again Yes, it's the second time ...

yesterday. this month.
9 Do you like caviar? 1 dOnT KNOW. oL
0 | Mike was late for work again today. Again? He ..ovssisins
late every day this week
1\ Who's that woman by the door?) \ don't KNow: s .. her beforej
% Write four sentences about yourself Use i haven t and choose from the boxes.

used a computer taken a bus eaten any frmt | today

been to the movies read a book lost anything this week |
1 ..Lhavent used a computer £oday. . ..o | ;ecemly

. for ages

§ e . since ..
p 7t|71|sr year
B oo S

Jack is driving a car for the first time. He's very nervous and not sure what to do.

ts the first time he's driven. 3 car.

Some children at the zoo are looking at a giraffe. They've never seen one before.

It’s the first time .

a giraffe.

Sue is riding a horse She doesnt [ook very conﬁdent or comfortable.

She ... e

before.

Joe and Lauren are on vacation in Japan They've been to Japan once before.

This is the second time ...

Emily is staying at the Prmce Hotel She stayed [here a few years ago.

It's not the first ...

_this hotel.

6 Ben is playing tennis for the ﬁrst time. Hes a complete beginner.

... before.
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