Present Perfect and Past 1 (1 have done and | did)

You can use the present perfect (I have done) for new or recent happenings:
(O I've emailed her, but she hasn't replied.

(O You've done great work on the project. Congratulations!

() The police have arrested two people in connection with the robbery.

You can also use the simple past (I lost, she went, etc.):

O | emailed her, but she didn’t reply.

O You did great work on the project. Congratulations!

O The police arrested two people in connection with the robbery.

When we say that “something has happened,’ this is new information: _ _
() I've repaired the washing machine. It's working OK now. Ive repaired the washing
P ) ' & . machine. It's working now. |
O “Sally has had a baby! Itsaboy.” “That’s great news” \

Use the simple past (not the present perfect) for things that are not recent

or new:
O Mozart was a composer. He wrote more than 600 pieces of
music. (not has been ... has written)

O My mother grew up in Chile. (not has grown)

Compare:
(O Somebody has invented a new type of washing machine.
() Who invented the telephone? (not has invented)

The present perfect always tells us something about now:

O I'msorry, but I've forgotten your name. (=1 can't remember it now)

O Sallyisn't here. She’s gone out to the country for a few days. (= sheis in the country row)
O It’s (= It has) stopped raining. (= itisn't raining now)

O He's changed a lot. (= he looks very different now)

You can also use the simple past in these examples (I forgot your name,” etc.).

Use the simple past (not the present perfect) if the situation now is different:
O Sally went out to the country for a few days, but she’s back now. (not Sally has gone out)
O It stopped raining for 2 while, but now it raining again. (not It has stopped)

You can use the simple past or present perfect with just, already and yet.

just = a short time ago
O A Are you hungry?
8: No, | just had lunch. or I've just had lunch.

already = sooner than expected
O A What time is Mark leaving?
B: He already left. or He’s already left.

yet = until now (in questions and negative sentences)

Yet shows that the speaker is expecting something to happen (see Unit 108).
O Did it stop raining yet? or Has it stopped raining yet?

O Sallyisstill here. She didn’t leave yet. or She hasn’t left yet.

[Simple Past =» Unit5  Present Perfect =» Unit 7 Present Perfect and Past 2 =% Unit 13
yet and already =» Unit 108  British English =» Appendix 7
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Exercises

B Complete the sentences. Use the present perfect where possible. Otherwise, use the 5|mple past.

@
...(change) a lo%

s N\ary ; (go) to New York
on vacation, but shes back home now.

Gl before

It . has stopped... (stop)

raining, so you don't
need an umbrella.

| meant to call you last night /
BUE | . (fOTGET). \' /
\J ." { e b
: Are you OK? before H ' iy
f ﬂ ey ] The economy ..o i
AT — I | LestYear | (improve).

(have) a headache but it's
OKrow. A "HEER = | Uleesssaeniamss

TiThisYear

m Are the underlined parts of these sentences OK? Correct them where necessary.

1 Did you hear about Sophie? She's given up her job. 0K .
2 My mother has grown up in ltaly. L My moﬁher grew. UP I
3 How many plays has William Shakespeare written? R —
4 | know him, but I've forgotten his name. Is it Joe or Jack? R o ; B——
5 Who has invented paper? [

6 Drugs have become a big problem everywhere. B ‘
7
8
9

We've washed the car, but now it's dirty again. SS—— -
"“Where have you been born?"  “In Seattle” SO
Mary has gone shopping. She'll be back in about an hour. e
10 Albert Einstein has been the scientist who R
has developed the theory of relativity. T
11 | have applied for a job as a tour guide, but | wasn't
successful.

m Read the situations and write sentences with just, already, or yet.

1 After lunch you go to see a friend at her house. She says, "Would you like something to eat?”
You say: No, thank you. . |jugthad lunch . (have lunch)

2 Joe goes out. Five minutes later, the doorbell rings, and the person at the door says, “ls Joe here?”

You say: I'm sorry. SR —— ——— (go our)
3 You are eating in a restaurant. 'ﬂwe waiter thmks you have fini 5hed and starts to clear the table

R (ST 4 LI N 2 11 1L I —————————— i . (not / finish)
4 You are going to a restaurant tonight. You caH to make a reservation. Later, your friend says,

“Should | make a reservation?” You say: No, . ... (doit)
5 You know that a friend of yours is Iookmg for a place to Ilve N\aybe she has been successfu!

Ask her. You say: ..o _— . ? (find)
6 Youare still th!nkmg about where to go on vacation. A frtend asks, ”Where are you going on vacation?

YOU SAY: o . (not / decide)
7 Liz went to the bank bur a few minutes ago she returned Somebody asks, ‘s Liz still at the bank?”

You say: NoO, ... . (come back)
8 Yesterday Carol invited you to a party on Saturday Now another fnend is inviting you to the

same party.

You say: Thanks, but Carol .. e e : — T — . (invite)
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Present Perfect Continuous (I have been doing)

J @ It’s been raining.
Study this example situation:

s it raining?
No, but the ground is wet. {

It’s been raining (= It has been sz i

have/has been + -ing is the present perfect continuous:

doing
been | working
learning, etc.

|/we/they/you | have | (= I've, etc)
he/she/it | has | (= he’s, etc.)

We use the present perfect continuous for an activity that has recently stopped or just stopped:
O Why are you out of breach? Have you been running?

Ryan is very tired. He’s been working hard. have/has been + -ing

Why are you so tired? What have you been doing? present perfect continuous

I've been talking to Amanda and she agrees with me. B——— '

Where have you been? I've been looking for you. now

B It’s been raining for two hours.
Study this example sicuation:

It began raining two hours ago, and it is still raining.

How long has it been raining’
It's been raining for two hours. (= It has been ...)

We use the present perfect continuous in this way especially
with how long for... and since... . The activity is still happening
(as in this example) or has just stopped.

() How long have you been learning English? (= you're still learning English)
() Benis watching TV. He's been watching TV all day.
() Where have you been? I've been looking for you for the last half hour.

() Chris hasn’t been feeling well lately. (= recently)

You can use the present perfect continuous for repeated actions:
() Silvia s a very good tennis player. She’s been playing since she was eight.
(O Every morning they meet in the same coffee shop. They’ve been going there for years.

| have been doing:

Compare | am doing and

B —— .
1 am doing | have been doing
~ present continuous  present perfect continuous
now now
O Don'tdisturb me now. I'm working. () I've been working hard. Now I'm going to
have a break.
) We need an umbrella. It’s raining O The ground is wet. It’s been raining.
(O Hurry up! We're waiting, (O We've been waiting for an hour.

(Present Perfect Continuous and Simple =» Units 11-12  Present Perfect + for/since =» Units 12-13 J




Exercises

a What have these people been doing or what has been happening?

)] Gatlier T @) learliel B earlier - Q) earﬁer
_ el El 7 A &'

It's been raining

m Write a question for each situation.

1 You meet Kate as she is leaving the swimming pool. You say:
Hi, Kate. (you /swim?)...Have you been swimming?_ ...
2 You have arrived a little too late to meet Ben, who is waiting for you. You say:
P sorry I'm 1ate, Ben. (YOU / WRIT / IONE?) im0 :
3 Emmas little boy comes into the house with a very dirty face and dm:y hands HIS mOther says.
Why are you so dirty? (what / you / do?) ...
4 You are in a store and see Anna. You didn’t know she worked Lhere You say:
Hi, Anna. (how long / you [ WOTK [ REIE?) .o R S
5 A friend tells you about his job—he sells phones. You say:

You sell phones? (how long / you / do / that?).

@ Read the situations and complete the sentences.
1 It's raining. The rain started two hours ago.
It...'gbeenraining.  for two hours.
2 We are waiting for the bus. We started waiting 20 minutes ago.
We.,‘. ............................. B . TOr 20 minutes.

o R RS o.since December.

4 Jessn:a is workmg ina h0te| She started working there on January 18.
........... . SINCE January 18.

5 Our fr\ends always go to N\echo for thew vacations. The first time was years ago.
S .. for years,

m Put the verb into the present continuous (am/is/are + -ing) or present perfect continuous (have/
has been + -ing).

2 H&, Tom. PR ———— ... (I'/ look) for you. | need to ask you something.

3 Why — e ... (you [ look) at me like that? Stop it!

4 Rachelis a teacher. So— ....... (she / teach) for ten years.

S . (I / think) about what you said, and I've decided to take
your advice.

6 “Is Eric on vacation this week?”  “No, ... P——— e .. (he J work)”

7 Sarahis very tired. ... S R (she / work) very hard lately.

8 It's dangerous to use your phone when ......... ; o (you [ drive).

9 JessiCa — e (travel ) in South America for the last three months.
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Compare these two situations:

.

I've been painting
my bedroom.

There is paint on Kate's clothes.
She has been painting her bedroom.

has been painting is the present perfect continuous.

We are thinking about the activity. It does not
matter whether it has been finished or not. In
this example, the activity (painting the
bedroom) has not been finished.

B Compare these examples:

v

O My hands are very dirty. I've been
repairing my bike.

Joe has been eating too much lately.
He should eat less.

It's nice to see you again. What have
you been doing since we last met?
Where have you been? Have you been

playing tennis?

(@l Compare:
We use the continuous to say how long (for
something that is still happening):
O How long have you been reading that
book?
O Amy is writing emails. She’s been writing
emails all morning.
(O They've been playing tennis since 2:00.
O I'm learning Arabic, but | haven’t been
learning it very long.

Some verbs (for example, know)

Unit | Present Perfect Continuous and Simple
10 | (1 have been doing and | have done)

The bedroom was green. Now it is yellow.
She has painted her bedroom.

has painted is the present perfect simple.

Here, the important thing is that something has
been finished. “She has painted” is a completed
action. We are thinking about the result of

the activity (the painted bedroom), not the
activity itself.

My bike is OK again now. I've repaired
it. (= I've finished repairing it)
Somebody has eaten all the chocolates.
The box is empty.

Where's the book | gave you? What have
you done with it?

Have you ever played tennis?

g O @ 9O

We use the simple to say how much, how many
or how many times (for completed actions):
O How many pages of that book have
you read?
Amy has sent lots of emails this morning.

They've played tennis three times this

week.
I'm learning Arabic, but | haven’t learned

very much yet.

O
O
O

are not normally used in continuous forms (be + -ing):

O I've known about the problem for a long time. (not I've been knowing)
O How long have you had that camera? (not have you been having)

For a list of these verbs, see Unit 4A. For have, see Unit 16.
But note that you can use want and mean in the present perfect continuous (have/has been + -ing)

) I've been meaning to phone Anna, but | keep forgetting.

Present Perfect Simple =» Unit 7 Present Perfect Continuous =» Unit 9
Present Perfect + for/since =¥ Units 11-12




Exercises

%M Read the situation and complete the sentences. Use the verbs in parentheses.

1

Tom started reading a book two hours ago. He is still reading it, and now he is on page 53.
He has been reading . for two hours. (read)
..Hehasread 53 pagesso far. (read)

Rachel is from Australia. She is traveling around Europe. She began her trip three months ago.
She S, ‘ ... for three months. (travel)
_six countries so far. (visit)

Patrick is a tennis player. He began playing tennis when he was 10 years old. This year he won

the national championship again—for the fourth time.

the national championship four times. (win)
_.since he was ten. (play)

When they left college, Liz and Sue started making movies together. They still make movies.
THEY I ... movies since they left college. (make)
.................................................... _five movies since they left college. (make)

@ For each situation, ask a question using the words in parentheses. Use the present perfect simple
(have/has done) or continuous (have/has been doing).

1

You have a friend who is learning Arabic. You ask:

(how long / learn / Arabic?) .. How long have you been learning Arabic?
You have just arrived to meet a friend. She is waiting for you. You ask:

(wait / long?) Have ... e A G T ;
You see somebody fishing by the river. You ask

(Gateh JARVASATY mmmmmmmsmmmmmmms s e S S s
Some friends of yours are having a party next Week You ask:

(how many people / INVITE?) ... _—

A friend of yours is a teacher. You ask

(how long / teach?) S .
You meet somebody who is a writer. You ask

(how many books / WHTET) o

(how long / write / books?) R, _

A friend of yours is saving money to go an a world trip. You ask:

(how long / save?) ... S e

(how much money / save?) ... e oY s

@ Put the verb into the present perfect simple or continuous.

1

O~ Oy U AN

11
12

13 .

14

1S5

Where have you been? _Have you been playing  (you/play) tennis?

bigld samimenese (somebody/break) that window.
You look tired. ... . , (you/work) hard?
S (you/ever/work) in a factory? “No, never”
Wheres Megan? Where .. e (she/go)?
This is a very old book. ... _ , (I/have) it since | was a child.
“Have you been busy?  “No, ... . . (I/watch) TV"
My brother is an actor. ... - (he/appear) in several movies.
“Sorry I'm late”"  "That's all rnght _ , (I/not/wait) long.”
Are you OK? You look as if ...... . . (you/cry).
“Is it still raining?” "No, ... (it/stop).
The children are tired now. ... ; _(chey/play) in the yard.

..... e (/loSE) MY phone (you/see) it?

s S e (I/read) the book you !ent Me, DU ‘
(I/not/finish) it yet. It's really interesting.
(I/read) the book you lent me, so you can have it back now.
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i How long have you (bee__n_) et

Study this example situation:

T R

Dan and Kate are married. They got married exactly
20 years ago, so today is their 20th wedding anniversary.

They have been married for 20 years.

We say: They are married. (present)

but How long have they been married?
(not How long are they married?)
They have been married for 20 years.
(not They are married for 20 years)

(present perfect)

We use the present perfect to talk about something that began in the past and still continues now.

T O o M T i1 T (i ST ettt e S R T T L

Compare the present and the present perfect: present
(O Mattis in the hospital. he is
but He’s been in the hospital since Monday. (= He has been ...) we know
(not Matt is in the hospital since Monday) do they have

she is waiting

O We know each other very well
but We've known each other for a long time.
(not We know) present perfect
he has been
(O Do they haveacar? we have known
but How long have they had their car? have they had
() She's waiting for somebody. she hias been walting

but She hasn’t been waiting very long. et e

I've known / I've had / I've lived, etc, is the present perfect simple.
- I've been learning / I've been waiting, etc, is the present perfect continuous.
When we ask or say “how long,” the continuous is more common (see Unit 10):
() I've been learning English since January.
() It's been raining all morning
() Richard has been doing the same job for 20 years.
O “How long have you been driving?” “Since | was 17!

Some verbs (for example, know and like) are not normally used in the continuous:
O How long have you known Jane? (not have you been knowing)

- S () I've had these shoes for ages. (not ['ve been having)

. l | See also Units 4A and 11C. For have, see Unit 16.

You can use either the continuous or simple with live and work:
O Julia has been living in this house for a long time. or Juliahaslived ...
O How long have you been working here? or How long have you worked here?

But we use the simple (have lived, etc.) with always:
O I've always lived in the country. (not always been living)

We say “l haven’t (done something) since/for ..." (present perfect simple):
() | haven’t seen Tom since Monday. (= Monday was the last time | saw him)
() Sarah hasn’t called for ages. (= the last time she called was ages ago)

: (_I haven't ... since/for = Unit 12B  Present Perfect Continuous =¥ Units 9-10  for and since =¥ Unit 12J ;



Exercises

m Which is right?

1 Ben is a friend of mine. | know / #veknewn- him very well. (1 know is correct)
2 | like your house. How long do you live / have you lived here?

3 You'll need an umbrella if you go out now. It's raining / It's been raining.

4 The weather is / has been awful since | arrived here.

5 I'msorry I'm late. Are you waiting / Have you been waiting long?

6 We've moved. We're living / We've been living on New Street now.
7
8
9
0

I met Maria just recently. | don't know / | haven't known her very long,
Lauren is in Germany. She's / She's been there on a business trip.
That’s a very old bike. How long do you have / have you had it?

I'm not feeling well. I'm feeling / I've been feeling sick all day.

1

@ Read the situations and write questions from the words in parentheses.

3 1 A friend tells you that Chris is in the hospital. You ask him
‘ (how long / Chris / the hospital?)
, 2 You know that Anna is a good friend of Katherme s. You ask Anna:
| (how long / you / know / Katherine?)
3 Your friend's sister went to Australia some time ago, and she's stlH there You ask your friend
(how long / sister / in Australia?)
4 You meet a woman who tells you that she teaches English. You ask her
(how long / you / teach / English?) .. ... .. S
5 Tom always wears the same jacket. It’s very old. You asl< him:
(how long / you / have / that jacke?) .
6 You are talking to a friend about Joe, who now works at the airport. You ask your friend:
(how long / Joe / work / airport?) R
7 You meet somebody on a plane. She says that she I|ves in Chicago. You ask her j
(you / always / live / in Chicago?) T

@ Complete B's answers to A's questions.

[ e e e S

Kong one day?)

A\\ y B
F 1 [ Alsgisinihe hospital, isn’t he? ) (Yes, he _hasbeen in the hospital since Monday. )
2 Do you see Nicole very often? No, |.. haventseen _her for three months.
: 3 Is Sam married? Nesuh B married for ten years.
- Is Amy married? Yes, she .. ... ... married to a German guy.
5 Do you still play tennis? INO, | tennis for years.
6 Are you waiting for the bus? Yes, | for about 20 minutes.
7 You know Julia, don't youf Yes, we .. each other a long time,
; 8 Jack is never sick, is he? No, he . sick since | met him.
9 Brian lives in Italy, doesn’t he? Yes, he .. .. . in Milan.
‘ 10 Sue lives in Berlin, doesn’t she? Yes, she .. in Berlin for many years.
11 Is Joe watching TV? Yes, he TV all evening.
12 Do you watch TV a lot? No, | TV since last weekend.
13 Do you have a headache? Yes, |. a headache all morning.
14 Do you go to the movies a lot? No, | to the movies for ages.
15 Would you like to go to Hong Yes, | ..To go to Hong Kong.
\\(use always / want)

-
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for and since  When ... 2and How long... ?

AW e use for and since to say how long something has been happening.

We use for + a period of time: We use since + the start of a period:
O We've been waiting for two hours. O We've been waiting since 8:00.
for two hours since 8:00
two hours ago > NowW 800 —> NOW
for since

two hours alongtime  aweek 8:00 April lunchtime
20 minutes  six months ages Monday 2009 we arrived
five days 50 years years May 12 Christmas | got up

O  Emily has been working here for six (O Emily has been working here since

months. (not since six months) April. (= from April until now)
O I havent seen Tom for three days. (O Ihaven't seen Tom since Monday.

B \We sometimes leave out for (but not usually in negative sentences):
O They've been married (for) ten years. (with or without for)
O They haven’t had a vacation for ten years. (you need for)

You can use in instead of for in negative sentences (I haven't ..., etc.):
O They haven't had a vacation in ten years. (= for ten years)

We do not use for + all ... (all day / all my life, etc.):
O TI've lived here all my life. (rot for all my life)

(@l Compare when ... 7 (+ past simple) and how long ... 7 (+ present perfect)

>

: When did it start raining?
. It started raining an hour ago / at 1:00.

=]

A: How long has it been raining?
- It's been raining for an hour / since 1:00.

(v}

A When did Joe and Kate first meet?

. a long time ago.
: They first met { when they were in high school.

(e~}

A: How long have they known each other?
for along time,

: They've k h oth
5 EY NIRRT O {since they were in high school.

DI \We say “It’s (= It has) been a long time / two years, etc, since something happened”:

O It’s been two years since | last saw Joe. (= | haven’t seen Joe for two years)

O It's been ages since we went to the movies. (= We haven’t been to the movies for ages)
O How long has it been since Mrs. Hill died? (= when did she die?)

How long have you (been) ... 7 =» Unit 11




Exercises

@ Write for or since.

1 It's been raining ... 2IN¢E . lunchtime. 6 lhaventbeentoaparty..........ages.
2 Sarah has lived in Seattle ................... 2015. 7 lwonder where Joe is. | haven't seen him
3 Dan has lived in Brazil ... ten years. . [2ST WEEK,
4 |I'm tired of waiting. We've been sitting here 8 le Is away on vacation. She's been away
....................... an hour. e YT A,
5 Kevm has been looking forajob ... he 9 The weatherisdry. It hasn't rained
left school. . @ fEW WeEkS.

m Look at each answer and choose the right question.

1 Howlong have they-been-married?
{ When did they get marriedD (TE” years ago. }

(When did they get married? is correct)
2 How long have you had this car?
{ When did you buy this car?) CAbout five years.
3 How long have you been waiting?
{ When did you get here? iy searIimtes
How long have you been taking the class?
{ When did the class start? Spkeobe;
5 How long has Anna been in New York? | vk
When did Anna arrive in New York?

6 How long have you known each other? Al
When did you first meet each other? ong time.

W

\1/

I

VY

m Read the situations and complete the sentences.

m Complete B's sentences.
A

1 It’s raining. It's been raining since lunchtime. It started raining. .. at lunchtime.

2 Anna and Jess are friends. They first met years ago. They’ve ..known each ather for  years.
3 Josh is sick. He got sick on Sunday. He has. e SUNC Y.
4 Sarah is married. She’s been married for a year “She got e
5 You have a headache. It started when you woke up.

I've s .. woke up.
6 Sue isina meetlng at Work Its been gomg on since 900

The meeting ... e AL 9200,
7 You're working ina hote! You started Workmg there six months ago.

Pue Begh s e

8 Kateis WEamlngJapanese She's been domg thlS for a Iong time.
KEtERTATTEY .. oo

A B
1 [ Do you take vacations often? No, | ...haven't taken avacation for . five years.
2 | Have you seen Amy recently? No, | .. aboUT @ MoONEh.
3 Do you still go swimming? M L e S S along time.
4 Do you still ride a bike? NG, | oo ST T SRR - - - -]

Now write B's answers again. This time use it's been . ..since....

5 (1) No,...its been five years since | last took avacation. . ...
B (2) N O, TS e T
7 (3) No, . i
8 (4) . S ;
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