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)UMS on 3

University stucents return to campus to attend classes in person as the nation's phased return
o normaley, otherwise known as “With Corona,” began Monday. [NEWST)

It has been two long, quiet years for universities across the nation.

An uncharacteristic calm had blanketed Korea's campuses during the Covid-19 pandemic as the usual hustle and bustle of young men and women were
nowhere to be found, and the streets of university districts that once teemed with students were deserted,

But the phased retum to normalcy, which kicked off Monday, is breathing new life into Korean campuses, and events that had been considered the epito
me of a Korean college life, such as festivals and drinking gatherings, are making a retum,

From Tuesday to Friday, Seoul National University (SNU) will host its festival in person for the first time since the outbreak of the virus,

The festival itinerary includes performances by the school's hip-hop dance crew and rock band, according to SNU.

Attendance will, however, be limited to only about 70 audience members. Before Covid, SNU's festivals were enjoyed by hundreds of students.

Dankeok University jumped the gun and hosted their fall festival on Friday, before the new Covid policy began. That event was held _both on and offline.

Under the theme of hit Netflix Korea series “Squid Game,” the festival staff dressed up as the show's armed masked guards in pink jumpsuits and student
s played childhood games that appeared on the show, such as "Red light, green light.”

Hundreds of students again crowded campuses as they returned to take small- and medium-sized classes offline for the final two months of the fall sem
ester.

Starting Monday, Ewha Womans University resumed offline classes with less than 50 students, and Yonsei University began offline classes with less than 3
0 students.

SNU had already been implementing offline classes for half of its academic program.

"As life retums to normal, | finally feel like an actual university student,” said Kim Myeong-hun, a freshman at a university. "l am beyond excited to meet fa
ce-to-face with the members of my classes”

As schools reopen, businesses in university districts are also springing back to life.
Restaurants in the university hub of Sinchon, western Seoull, said that they are seeing more customers during both lunch and dinner hours.

“Three people called yesterday to make reservations for today [Monday]" said Lee Sang-du, owner of a jeon {Korean pancake) restaurant in Sinchon. "l us
ed to stay open only until 2 p.m, but today, if more custorners come, | may stay open until 5 pm.”

Lee said that he has had to curtail his restaurant hours and minimize his staff to two people in order for his business to survive the pandemic.

“As reservations come in and | see more students out on the streets, | feel like | can finally breathe," said Lee.
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Other restaurants in Sinchon said that they, too, have gotten many group reservations.
"l received a reservation for 10 on Monday," said Kim Jong-cheol, a samgyeopsal (pork-belly) restaurant owner.
A 24-year-old student suramed Lim said he saw more people coming out to the streets and drinking in groups since the weekend.

"| went out to drink yesterday in Sinchon and saw a few college clubs gathered at the bar drinking together" said Lim. "it's probably been a year since I'v
e seen such a scene.”

Amid the frenzy of retuming to normal, worries of potential virus outbreaks at schools still remain.
The Ministry of Education said that Wednesday's daily caseload included 437 students. This marks a new high of daily cases for students aged 6 to 19.

Universities are also weary of the virus; many require students to have completed vaccination at least two weeks prior or submit a negative Covid-19 test
result from within the last 48 hours in order to attend classes or school events.

In order to prevent any further spread of the virus in educational facilities, the Ministry of Education has acdvised that all students wear a mask that can filt
er at least 80 percent of fine particles, or a KF80 or above.

Korea's phased retum to normalcy started 5 am. on Monday. The new Covid-19 policy allows gatherings of up to 10 people in Seoul, regardless of vaccin
ation status. Also, the 10 p.m. curfews for most businesses have been lifted and can now operate around the clock.

BY LEE JIAN, CHOI YEON-SU [lee jian@joongang.co.kr]
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Where in Daejeon can | experience the hustle and bustle of youth
culture?

Why have so few students in our department returned to campus?

Should Mokwon have a festival this year?

How should Mokwon kick off the first semester of 20227

In your opinion, when will life return to normal?

Do you have any plans to meet your friends for indoor activities?

If there is an outbreak of COVID-19 on campus, should classes go
back online?

What's the difference between wary and weary?
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A scene from "Jirisan" / Korea Times file

By Yoon Ja-young

With production costs soaring each year, the promotion of products through TV shows, or product
placement has become ever more common. However, sometimes product placement goes too far
and viewers end up complaining that they cannot concentrate on the show because of the
distraction.

The most recent show that is drawing criticism for this matter is tvN's mystery series “Jirisan.” It
premiered amid high expectations, as hallyu star Jun Ji-hyun took the lead role, backed by creative
talents including star writer Kim Eun-hee — known for hits like “Kingdom" and “Signal” — and
director Lee Eung-bok — who directed the globally popular, “Mr. Sunshine” and “Guardian; The
Lonely and Great God."

Viewers were captivated by the overwhelmingly impressive scenery of Jirisan National Park, with the
story evolving around forest rangers there, but some complained that they “can't figure out if it is a
drama or a commercial for outdoor clothing.” Popular outdoor clothing brand Nepa is one of the
main sponsors of the drama.

"Even if Nepa is sponsoring, how could rangers continue wearing new alpine clothing and new
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fleece every time they appear? Do they just dump their clothing when get it gets dirty and get new
ones?” one viewer wrote online.

A scene from "Jirisan" / Korea Times file

Viewers were also irked by a scene in which Seo Yi-gang, played by Jun, was offered a sandwich by
her fellow ranger while at the park shelter office. The logo of the sandwich franchise Eggdrop on
the wrapper was shown up close, along with the ranger enjoying it. The sandwich franchise had
appeared in the first season of the drama “Hospital Playlist,” but viewers didn't take issue with it
back then. However, this time, they are finding it unrealistic as a franchise sandwich shop appearing
in the middle of the mountain wilderness looks unnatural. Some viewers even searched for Eggdrop
sandwich stores on online maps, and claimed that the nearest one from the site was located in Jinju
City, South Gyeongsang Province, which is 72 kilometers away. They also took issue with a scene in
which one of the rangers offers a collagen health supplement, saying that it is “good for the skin.”

"Hometown Cha-Cha-Cha," a global hit, also drew criticism in the last episode, as pizza and a health
supplement took the center stage in scenes seemingly out of nowhere,

The drama producers are aware of the criticism, but it doesn't seem easy for them to find a
solution, as production costs have been soaring while budgets have been limited. It is reported that
drama producers fund around 20 percent to 30 percent of production costs through product
placement.
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be aware of

Are you aware of product placement?

Does product placement irk you?

What really irks you?

Are you watching “Jirisan?”

When have you been captivated by nature?

What distracts you from your studies?

Do you think it is reasonably for universities to seek out sponsors?





