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Carlo Maria Mariani, La Mano Ubbidisce all'lnteletto, 1983, oil on canvas, 78Y: x 6%n. For
Modernists the subject of art was often the process of art; for Post-Modernists it is often the
Nistory of art. Mariani adapts cighteenth-century conventions, including even the ‘erotic frigi-
daire’, to portray his allegory of autogenous creation: art painting itself. The Hand Submits to the
Inteliect recalls the Greek myth of the origins of painting and suggests that art today is still self.
pemerated and as hermetically sealed as his ideal, claustrophobic space. (Courtesy of Sperone
Westwater Gallery, New York)
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