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The Holy Spirit in the Theology
of Karl Barth
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PCTS

What is the teaching of Karl Barth of the Holy Spirit? In order to understand his
teaching of the Holy Spirit, we must read his Church Dogmatics.

1. According to K. Barth, God is recognized only by the Holy Spirit. His Words
are recognized only by the Holy Spirit. Although the Bible is God’s Words, it becomes
God’s Words only by the Holy Spirit.

God’s creation is recognized as God’s creation only by the Holy Spirit. It is objec-
tive truth, that God created the world. But it can’t be recognized as objective truth
without the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth.

God governs the world. It is objective truth, that God governs the world. But the
wisdom of this world doesnt know this truth. The Holy Spirit opens us the transcen-
dental governing of God. According to K. Barth, there is difference between Historie
and Geschichte. Historie doesn’t know this transcendental governing of God. Historie
is the wisdom of this world. Geschichte knows the transcendental governing of God.
The Holy Spirit opens us Geschichte.

2. The theology of 19.th century was a theology of the Holy Spirit. According to
G. W. E. Hegel the world history is the history of selfdevelopment of the asolute Spirit.
What is the absolute Spirit? It is the Holy Spirit. K. Barth denies strictly this idea. Ac-
cording to K. Barth, the deity of the Holy Spirit is totally different from human spirit.
‘The Holy Spirit judges the human history. The human history has no hope. Only the
Holy Spirit makes hopes in this world.
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K. Barth develops in his late days analogy idea. According to K. Barth, we must
make analogies of the Kingdom of God in this world. Although these analogies are
made by us, they are influenced by the Holy Spirit.

3. K. Barth’s ethics is a pneumatological ethics. His ethics is concrete and con-
textual. He doesn’t teach that we must always follow moral principles. Although the
moral princeples show us God’s intentions, The Holy Spirit speaks us directly. Bu it
is not a situation ethics. It is pneumatological. The Holy Spirit uses moral principles
freely. We must follow the teaching of the Holy Spirit.

4. According to K. Barth, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit who builds the church and
establishes the Kingdom of God. The time between resurrection and the second com-
ing of Jesus Christ is the time of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit testifies Jesus Christ
and establishes the Kingdom of God. In order to establish the Kingdom of God, the
Holy Spirit goes into battle against the power of nothingness which rules over the
world. The church also goes into battle against the power of nothingness which rules

over the world.
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